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 nifi tantum fub Deo.” He is faid to have smperial dignity ; and
in charters before the conquett is frequently ftiled bafileus and im-
perator, the titles refpetively aflumed by the emperors of the
eaft and weft ™. His realm is declared to be an empire, and his
crown imperial, by many aés of parliament, particularly the fta-
tutes 24 Hen.VIIL. c.12. and 25 Hen.VIII. c.28"; which at the
fame time declare the king to be the fupreme head of the realm
in matters both civil and ecclefiaftical, and of confequence inferior
to no man upon earth, dependent on no man, accountable to no
man. Formerly there prevailed a ridiculous notion, propagated
by the German and Italian civilians, that an emperor could do
many things which a king could not, (as the creation of notaries
and the like) and that all kings were in fome degree fubordinate
and fubje to the emperor of Germany or Rome. The meaning
therefore of the legiflature, when it ufes thefe terms of empire
and smperial, and applies them to the realm and crown of Eng-
land, is only to affert that our king is equally fovereign and in-
dependent within thefe his dominions, as any emperor is in his
empire®; and owes no kind of fubjection to any other potentate
upon earth. Hence it is, that no fuit or a&tion can be brought
againft the king, even in civil matters, becaufe no court can have
jurifdiction over him. For all jurifdiction implies fuperiority of
power : authority to try would be vain and idle, without an au-
thority to redrefs; and the fentence of a court would be con-
temptible, unlefs that court had power to command the execution

of it : but who, fays Finch?, fhall command the king ? Hence
it is likewife, that by law the perfon of the king is facred, even

though the meafures purfued in his reign be completely tyranni-
cal and arbitrary : for no jurifdiction upon earth has power to
try him in a criminal way ; much lefs to condemn him to punith-
ment. If any foreign jurifdi¢tion had this power, as was formerly
claimed by the pope, the independence of the kingdom would

be no more: and, if fuch a power were vefted in any domeftic

% Selds tit. of hom 1. 2: haberct in regno fuo, quas imperator vendicabat
» See alfo 24 Geo. II. c.24. 5 Geo. IIl. iz imperio. (M. Paris, 4.D. 1095.)
€. 27, P Finch. L. 83.

© Rex allegavit, quod ipfe omnes libertates tribunal,




