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Nex T, as to cafes of ordinary public oppreffion, where the
vitals of the conftitution are not attacked, the law hath alfo affligned
a remedy. For, as a king cannot mifufe his power, without the
advice of evil counfellors, and the affiftance of wicked minifters,
thefe men may be examined and punithed. The conftitution has
therefore provided, by means of indi¢tments, and parliamentary
impeachments, that no man fhall dare to affift the crown in con-
tradiction to the laws of the land. But it is at the fame time a
maxim in thofe laws, that the king himfelf can do no wrong:
fince it would be a great weaknefs and abfurdity in any fyftem of
pofitive law, to define any poffible wrong, without any poffible
redrefs. -

FoRr, as to fuch public oppreflions as tend to diffolve the
conflitution, and fubvert the fundamentals of government, they
are cafes which the law will not, out of decency, fuppofe; being
incapable of diftrufting thofe, whom it has invefted with any part
of the fupreme power; fince fuch diftruft would render the ex-
ercife of that power precarious and impracticable®.. For, where-
ever the law exprefles it’s diftruft of abufe of power, it always
vefts a fuperior coercive authority in fome other hand to corre&
it; the very notion of which deftroys the idea of fovereignty. If
therefore (for example) the two houfes of parliament, or either
of them, had avowedly a right to animadvert on the king, or
each other, or if the king had a right to animadvert on either of
the houfes, that branch of the legiflature, {o fubje& to animad-
verfion, would inftantly ceafe to be part of the fupreme power;
the ballance of the conftitution would be overturned; and that
branch or branches, in which this jurifdi&ion refided, would be
completely fovereign. The fuppofition of /7w therefore is, that
neither the king nor either houfe of parliament (colle@ively taken)
is capable of doing any wrong; fince in fuch cafes the law
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edit, pag.109=———126. wherein the very conftitution, :

feels




