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feels itfelf incapable of furnifhing any adequate remedy. For

which reafon all oppreffions, which may happen to {pring from -
any branch of the fovereign power, muft neceffarily be out of the

reach of any flated rule, or exprefs legal provifion: but, if ever

they unfortunately happen, the prudence of the times muft pro-

vide new remedies upon new emergencies.

InDEED, it is found by experience, that whenever the un-
conttitutional oppreflions, even of the fovereign power, advance
with gigantic ftrides and threaten defolation to a ftate, mankind
will not be reafoned out of the feelings of humanity; nor will
facrifice their liberty by a {fcrupulous adherence to thofe political
maxims, which were originally eftablithed to preferve it. And
therefore, though the pofitive laws are filent, experience will fur-
nith us with a very remarkable cafe, wherein nature and reafon
prevailed. When king James the fecond invaded the fundamental
conftitution of the realm, the convention declared an abdication,
whereby the throne was rendered vacant, which induced a new
fettlement of the crown. And fo far as this precedent leads, and
no farther, we may now be allowed to lay down the /aw of redrefs
again{t public oppreflion. If therefore any future prince thould
endeavour to fubvert the conftitution by breaking the original
contract between king and people, thould vielate the fundamental
laws, and fhould withdraw himfelf out of the kingdom ; we are
now authorized to declare that this conjun&ion of circumftances
would amount to an abdication, and the throne would be thereby
vacant. But it is not for us to fay, that any one, or two, of thefe
ingredients would amount to fuch a fituation; for there our pre-
cedent would fail us. In thefe therefore, or other circumftances;
which a fertile imagination may furnith, fince both law and hif-
tory arc filent, it becomes us to’ be filent too; leaving to future
generations, whenever neceflity and the fafety of the whole fhall
require it, the exertion of thofe inherent (though latent) powers
of fociety, which no climate, no time, no conftitution, no con-
tralt, can ever deftroy or diminith.
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