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II. A TaHIRD attribute of the king’s majefty is his per-
petuity. The law afcribes to him, in his political capacity, an
abfolute immortality. The king never dies. Henry, Edward, or
George may die; but the king furvives them all. For imme-
diately upon the deceafe of the reigning prince in his natural ca-
pacity, his kingfhip or imperial dignity, by act of law, without
any snterregnum or interval, is vefted at once in his heir; who is,
eo inflanti, king to all intents and purpofes. And fo tender is the
law of fuppofing even a poffibility of his death, that his natural
diffolution is generally called his demife ; dimiffio regis, vel coronae:
an expreflion which fignifies merely a transfer of property ; for,
as is obferved in Plowden ¢, when we fay the demife of the crown,
we mean only that in confequence of the difunion of the king’s
body natural from his body politic, the kingdom is transferred or
demifed to his fucceflor; and fo the royal dignity remains perpe-
tual. Thus too, when Edward the fourth, in the tenth year of
his reign, was driven from his throne for a few months by the
houfe of Lancafter, this temporary transfer of his dignity was
denominated his demifé ; and all procefs was held to be difconti-
nued, as upon 2 natural death of the king .

of twenty three. Edward V, at the.age of The flatute 24 Geo. IL. c.24. in cafe the

thirteen, was recommended by his father
to the care of the duke of Glocefter; who
was declared prote&tor by the privy coun-
cil. The ftatutes 25 Hen. VIIL. c.12. and
28 Hen.VIII. c.7. provided, that the fuc-
ceffor, if a male and under eighteen, or if
a female and under fixteen, fhould be till
fach age in ‘the governance of his or her
natural mother, (if approved by the king)
4nd fuch other counfellors as his majefty
fhould by will or otherwife appoint: and
he accordingly appointed his fixteen execu-
tors to have the government of his fon, Ed-
ward VI, and the kingdom ; which execu-
tors ele@ed the earl of Hertford protettor.

crown fhould defcend to any of the child-
ren of Frederick late prince of Wales un-
der the age of eighteen, appoints the prin-
cefs dowager ; —and that of §Geo. I1I. c.27.
in cafe of a like defcent to any of his pre-
fent ‘majefty’s children, empowers the king
to name either the queen, the princefs dow-
ager, or any defcendant of king George II
refiding in this kingdom ; — to be guardian
and regent, till the fucceflor attains fuch age,
affifted by a council of regency : the powers
of them all being exprefsly defined and fet
down in the feveral afts,

¢ Plowd. 177. 234.

¢ M. 49 Hen.VL pl.1—8.
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