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WE are next to confider thofe branches of the royal preroga-
tive, which inveft this our fovereign lord, thus all-perfe@ and im-
mortal in his kingly capacity, with a number of authorities and
powers ;. in the exertion whereof confifts the executive part of
government. ‘This is wifely placed in a fingle hand by the Britith
conftitution, for the fake of unanimity, ftrength and difpatch.
Were it placed in many hands, it would be fubjec to many wills:
many wills, if difunited and drawing different ways, create
weaknefs in a government : and to unite thofe feveral wills, and
reduce them to one, is a work of more time and delay than the
exigencies of ftate will afford. The king of England is there-
fore not only the chief, but properly the fole, magiftrate of the
nation ; all others a&ing by commiffion from, and in due fubor-
dination to him : in like manner as, upon the great revolution in
the Roman ftate, all the powers of the antient magiftracy of the
commonwealth were concentred in the new emperor; fo that, as
Gravina © exprefles it, ““#n cjus unius perfona veteris reipublicae vis
““ atque majeflas per cumulatas magifiratuum potefiates exprimebatur.”

AFTER what has been premifed in this chapter, I thall not
(I truft) be confidered as an advocate for arbitrary power, when I
lay it down as a principle, that in the exertion of lawful prero-
gative, the king is and ought to be abfolute ; that is, fo far ab-
folute, that there is no legal authority that can either delay or re-
fift him. He may reje& what bills, may make what treaties, may
coin what money, may create what peers, may pardon what of-
fences he pleafes: unlefs where the conflitution hath exprefily,
or by evident confequence, laid down fome exception or boundary 3
declaring, that thus far the prerogative thall go and no farther.
For otherwife the power of the crown would indeed be but a
name and a thadow, infufficient for the ends of government, if,
where it’s jurifdi@ion is clearly eftablithed and allowed, any man
or body of men were permitted to difobey it, in the ordinary
courfe of law: I fay, in the ordinary courfe of law; for I do
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