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not now {peak of thofe extraordinary recourfes to firft principles,
which are neceflary when the contradts of fociety are in danger
of diffolution, and the law proves too weak a defence againft the
violence of fraud or oppreflion. And yet the want of attending
to this obvious diftin@ion has occafioned thefe do&rines, of ab-
folute power in the prince and of national refiftance by the people,
to be much mifunderftood and perverted by the advocates for fla-
very on the one hand, and the demagogues of fation on the
other. The former, obferving the abfclute fovereignty and tran{-
cendent dominion of the crown laid down (as it certainly is) moft
ftrongly and emphatically in our lawbooks, as well as our homi-
lies, have denied that any cafe can be excepted from fo general
and pofitive a rule; forgetting how impofiible it is, in any prac-
tical fyftem of laws, to point out beforehand thefe eccentrical
remedies, which the fudden emergence of national diftrefs may
di¢tate, and which that alone can juftify. On the other hand,
over-zealous republicans, feeling the abfurdity of unlimited paf-
five obedience, have fancifully (or fometimes factioufly) gone over

- to the other extreme: and, becaufe refiftance is juftifiable to the

perfon of the prince when the being of the ftate is endangered,
and the public voice proclaims fuch refiftance neceffary, they have
therefore allowed to every individual the right of determining this
expedience, and of employing private force to refift even private
oppreflion. A do&rine productive of anarchy, and (in-confequence)
equally fatal to civil liberty as tyranny itfelf. For civil liberty,
rightly underftood, confifts in proteéting the rights of individuals
by the united force of fociety : fociety cannot be maintained, and
of courfe can exert no prote&ion, without obedience to fome fove-
reign power : and obedience is an empty name, if every indivi-

dual has a right to decide how far he himfelf fhall obey.

In the exertion therefore of thofe prerogatives, which the law
has given him, the king is irrefiftible and abfolute, according to
the forms of the conftitution. And yet, if the confequence of that
exertion be manifeftly to the grievance or dithonour of the king-
dom, the parliament will call his advifers to a juft and fevere ac-
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