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filent upon it, -previous to the reign of queen*Anne; when an
embaffador from Peter the great, czar of Mufcovy; was attually
arrefted and taken out of his coach in London?, for a debt of
fifty pounds, which he had there contracted. Inftead of apply-
ing to be difcharged upon his- privilege, he gave bail to the ac-
tion, and the next day complained to the queen. . The perfons
who were concerned in the arreft were examined before the privy
council (of which the lord chief juftice Holt was at the fame
time fworn a member®) and feventeen were committed to prifon®:
moft of whom were profecuted by information in the court of
queen’s bench, at the fuit of the attorney general ¥, and at their
trial before the lord chief juftice were convicted of the facts by
the jury ¥; referving the queftion of law, how far thofe fadts
were criminal, to be afterwards argued before the judges; which
queftion was never determined. In the mean time the czar re-
fented this affront very highly, and demanded that the fheriff of
Middlefex and all others concerned in the arreft thould be punith-
ed with inftant death *. But the queen (to the amazement of that
defpotic court) directed her fecretary to inform him, ¢ that fhe
¢ could inflick no punifhment upon any, the meaneft, of her fub-
¢ jects unlefs warranted by the law of the land, and therefore
¢ was perfuaded that he would not infift upon impofiibilities ¥.”
To fatisfy however the clamours of the foreign minifters (who
made’it 2 common caufe) as well as to appeafe the wrath of Pé-
ter, a bill was brought into parliament?, and afterwards pafled.
into a law?, to prevent and to punith fuch outrageous infolence
for the future. And with a copy of this a&, elegantly engroffed
and illuminated, accompanied by a letter from the queen, an
embaflador extraordinary® was commiffioned to appear at Mof-
cow’, who déclared, < that though her majefty could not in-
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