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¢« merchants one-of the articles of their national liberty*.” But
indeed it well juftifies another obfervation which he has made?®,
¢« that the Englifh know better than any other people upon earth,.
< how to value at the fame time thefe three great advantages, re~
« ligion, liberty, and commerce.” Very different from the genius
of the Roman people; who in their manners, their conftitution,.
and even in their laws, treated commerce as a dithonorable em-
ployment, and prohibited the exercife thereof to perfons of birth,.

I or rank, or fortune®: and equally different from the bigotry of
the canonifts, who looked on trade as inconfiftent with chriftia-
nity %, and determined at the council of Melfi, under pope Ur-
banIl, 4.D. 1090, that it was impoffible with a fafe confcience
to exercife any traffic, or follow the profeflion of the law .

T HESE are the principal prerogatives of the king, refpecting
_ this nation’s intercourfe with foreign nations; in all of which he:
? is confidered as the delegate or reprefentative of his people. But
in domeftic affairs he is confidered in a great variety of charaers,,
and from. thence there arifes an abundant number of other pre-
rogatives.

E FirsT, he is a conftituent part of the fupreme legiflative
power; and, as fuch, has the prerogative of rejecting fuch pro-
vifions in parliament, as he judges improper to be pafled. The
expediency of which conftitution has before been evinced at large™.
I fhall only farther remark, that the king is not bound by any
act of parliament, unlefs he be named therein by fpecial and par-
ticular words. The moft general words that can be devifed (“any.
¢ perfon or perfons, bodies politic, or corporate, &c.”) affect not
him in the leaft, if they may tend to reftrain or diminifh any of

* Sp. E.zo. 13, mercator 5 aut fi woluerit effe, projiciatur de
s [bid. 20. 6. ecclefia Dei. Decret. 1. 88. 11,
t- Nobiliores natalibus, et bonorum luce confpi-- V- Falfa fit poenitentia [laici ] cum penitus ab

cuos, et patrimonio ditiores, pernicigfum urbibus officio curiali el negotiali mon recedit, quae [fine
mercimonium exercere probibemus. C.4.63.3. peccatis agi ulla ratione non praevaler. A,
v Homo mercator vix aut nunquam poteft Deo  Concil. apud Baron. c. 16,

placere:- et ideo nullus chriftianus debet effe * chy 2. pag. 154,

his.




