268 7h¢e RIGHTS Boox I,

ftatute of 1 Geo. III. c.23. enadted at the earneft recommendation
of the king himfelf from the throne, the judges are continued in
their offices during their good behaviour, notwithftanding any
demife of the crown (which was formerly held * immediately to
vacate their feats) and their full falaries are abfolutely fecured to
them during the continuance of their commiffions : his majefty
having been pleafed to declare, that ¢ he looked upon the inde-
« pendence and uprightnefs of the judges, as eflential to the im-
<¢ partial adminiftration of juftice ; as one of the béft fecurities of
« the rights and liberties of his fabjets; and as moft conducive

% 9

¢« to the honour of the crown ™.

I~ criminal proceedings, or profecutions for offences, it would
ftill be a higher abfurdity, if the king perfonally fate in judg-
ment ; becaufe in regard to thefe he appears in another capacity,
that of profecutor. All offences are either againft the king’s peace,
or his crown and dignity ; and are {o laid in every indictment.
For, though in their confequences they generally {feem (except in
the cafe of treafon and a very few others) to be rather offences
againft the kingdom than the king ; yet, as the public, which is

- an invifible body, has delegated all it's power and rights, with re~
gard to the execution of the laws, to one vifible magiftrate, all
affronts to that power, and breaches of thofe rights, are imme-
diately offences againft him, to whom they are fo delegated by
the public. He is therefore the proper perfon to profecute for
all public offences and breaches of the peace, being the perfon
injured in the eye of the law. And this notion was carried fo far

_in the old Gothic conftitution, (wherein the king was bound by
his coronation oath to conferve the peace) that in cafe of any for-
cible injury offered to the perfon of a fellow fubjec, the offender
was accufed of a kind of perjury, in having violated the king’s
coronation oath ; dicebatur fregiffe juramentum regis juratum’®. And

¥ Lord Raym. 747. the migrour. c. 1. §. 5. And fo alfo, when
* Com. Journ. 3 Mar. 1761. the chief juftice Thorpe was condemned to
¥ Stiernh. dejure Goth. l. 5.c. 3. Anotion be hanged for bribery, lie was faid facramen-
{fomewhat fimilar to this may be found in - sum dominiregis fregiffe. Rot.Parl.2 SEﬁw.]][.
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