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From the fame principle alfo arifes the prerogative of ere@-
ing and difpofing of offices : for honours and offices are in their
nature convertible and fynonymous. All offices under the crown
carry in the eye of the law an honour along with them; becaufe

they imply a fuperiority of parts and abilities, being fuppoled to

be always filled with thofe that are moft able to execute them.
And, on the other hand, all honours in their original had duties
or offices annexed to them : an earl, comes, was the confervator
or governor of a county; and a knight, miles, was bound to at-
tend the king in his wars. For the fame reafon therefore that
honours are in the difpofal of the king, offices ought to be fo like-
wife; and as the king mdy create new titles, fo may he create new
offices : but with this reftriion, that he cannot create new offi-
ces with new fees annexed to them, nor annex new fees to old
offices ; for this would be a tax upon the fubje&, which cannot
be impofed but by aé of parliament®. Wherefore, in 13 Hen. IV,
a new office being created by the king’s letters patent for meafu-
ring cloths, with a new fee for the fame, the letters patent were,
on account of the new fee, revoked and declared void in parlia-

ment.

Uronx the fame, or a like reafon, the king has alfo the pre-
rogative of conferring privileges upon private perfons. Such as
granting place or precedence to any of his fubjecs, as fhall feem
good to his royal wifdom#: or fuch as converting aliens, or per-
fons born out of the king’s dominions, into denizens; whereby
fome very confiderable privileges of natural-born fubjects are con-
ferred upon them. Such alfo is the prerogative of erecting corpo-
rations ; whereby a number of private perfons are united and knit
together, and enjoy many liberties, powers, and immunities in
their politic capacity, which they were utterly incapablé of in
their natural. Of aliens, denizens, natural-born, and naturalized
fubje@s, I fhall fpeak more largely in a fubfequent chapter; as
alfo of corporations at the clofe of this book of ous commentaries.
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