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rent proportions, our antient hiftorians ® inform us, that a new
ftandard of longitudinal meafure was afcertained by king Henry
the firft ; who commanded that the u/ua or antient ell, which
anfwers to the modern yard, fhould be made of the exa¢t length
of his own arm. And, one ftandard of meafures of length being
gained, all others are eafily derived from thence ; thofe of greater
length by multiplying, thofe of lefs by fubdividing, that original
ftandard. Thus, by the ftatute called compofitio ulnarum et pertica=
rum, five yards and an half make a perch ; and the yard is fub-~
divided into three feet, and each foot into twelve inches ; which
inches will be each of the length of three grains of barley. Su-
perficial meafures are derived by {quaring thofe of length; and
meafures of capacity by cubing them. The ftandard of weights
was originally taken from corns of wheat, whence the loweft
denomination of weights we have is {ill called a grain; thirty
two of which are direGed, by the ftatute called compofitio menfu-
rarum, to compofe a penny weight, whereof twenty make an
ounce, twelve ounces a pound, and fo upwards. And upon thefe
principles the firft ftandards were made ; which, being originally
fo fixed by the crown, their fubfequent regulations have been
generally made by the king in parliament.  Thus, under king
Richard I, in his parliament holden at Weftminfter, 4. D.1197, it
was ordained that there fhall be only one weight and one meafure
throughout the kingdom, and that the cuftody of the affife or
ftandard of weights and meafures thall be committed to certain
perfons in every city and borough °; from whence the antient
office of the king’s aulnager feems to have been derived, whofe
duty it was, for a certain fee, to meafure all cloths made for fale,
till the office was abolifhed by thie ftatute 11 & 12 W. III. c. 20.
In king John’s time this ordinance of king Richard was frequently
difpenfed with for money?; which occafioned a provifion to be
made for inforcing it, in the great charters of king John and his
fon%. Thefe original ftandards were called pondus regis®, and
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