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raging the poor in habits of indolence and beggary was quickly
felt throughout the kingdom : and abundance of ftatutes were
made in the reign of king Henry the eighth, for providing for
the poor and impotent ; which, the preambles to fome of them
recite, had of late years flrangely increafed. Thefe poor were
principally of two forts : fick and impotent, and therefore unable
to work ; idle and fturdy, and therefore able, but not willing, to
exercife any honeft employment. To provide in fome meafure
for both of thefe, in and about the metropolis, his fon Edward
the fixth founded three royal hofpitals ; Chrift’s, and St. Thomas’s
for the relief of the impotent through infancy or ficknefs ; and
Bridewell for the punifhment and employment of the vigorous
and idle. But thefe were far from being fufficient for the care of
the poor throughout the kingdom at large ; and therefore, after
many other fruitlefs experiments, by ftatute 43 Eliz. c. 2. over-
feers of the poor were appointed in every parifh. :

By virtue of the ftatute laft mentioned, thefe overfeers are to
be nominated yearly in Eafter-week, or within one month after,
(though a fubfequent nomination will be valid “) by two juftices
dwelling near the parith. They muft be fubftantial houtholders,
and fo exprefled to be in the appointment of the juftices .

TuEeEIR office and duty, according to the fame ftatute, are
principally thefe : firft, to raife competent fums for the neceflary
relief of the poor, impotent, old, blind, and fuch other, being
poor and not able to work : and, fecondly, to provide work for
fuch as are able, and cannot otherwife get employment : but this
latter part of their duty, which, according to the wife regula-
tions of that falutary ftatute, fhould go hand in hand with the
other, is now moft thamefully neglected. However, for thefe
joint purpofes, they are empowered to make and levy rates upon
the feveral inhabitants of the parith, by the fame a& of parlia-
ment ; which has been farther explained and enforced by feveral
fubfequent ftatutes.
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