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THuE two great obje@s of this ftatute feem to have been,
1. To relieve the impotent poor, and them only. 2. To find
employment for fuch as are able to work : and this principally by
providing ftocks to be worked up at home, which perhaps might
be more beneficial than accumulating all the poor in one common
work-houfe ; a pracice which tends to deftroy all domeftic con~
nexions (the only felicity of the honeft and induftrious labourer)
and to put the fober and diligent upon a level, in point of their
earnings, with thofe who are diflolute and idle. Whereas, if none
were to be relieved but thofe who are incapable to get their livings,
and that in proportion to their incapacity ; if no children were
to be removed from their parents, but fuch as are brought up in
rags and idlenefs ; and if every poor man and his family were
employed whenever they requefted it, and were allowed the whole
profits of their labour ;---a {pirit of chearful induftry would foon
diffufe itfelf through every cottage ; work would become eafy
and habitual, when abfolutely neceflary to their daily fubfiftence ;
and the moft indigent peafant would go through his tafk without
a murmur, if aflured that he and his children (when inca-
pable of work through infancy, age, or infirmity) would then,
and then‘only, be intitled to {fupport from his opulent neighbours.

Tu1s appears to have been the plan of the ftatute of queen
Elizabeth ; in which the only defe@ was confining the manage-
ment of the poor to fmall, parochial, diftri¢ts ; which are fre-
quently incapable of furnifhing proper work, or providing an able
dire¢tor. However, the laborious poor were then at liberty to
feek employment wherever it was to be had ; none being obliged
to refide in the places of their fettlement, but fuch as®were un-
able or unwilling to work ; and thofe places of fettlement bein
only fuch where they were born, or had made their abode, ori-

ginally for three years™, and afterwards (in the cafe of vagabonds)
for one year only . :

™ Stat, 19 Hen. VII. ¢, 12, 1 Edw.VI. " Stat. 39 Eliz. c. 4.
¢. 3. 3Edw.VL c 16. 14Eliz, c.5.




