CHAPTER THE TENTH.

Or Tue PEOPLE, wueruer ALIENS,
DENIZENS, or NATIVES.

E AVING, in the eight preceding chapters, treated of per=
fons as they ftand in the public relations of magifirates, I
now proceed to confider fuch perfons as fall under the denomina-~
tion of the people. And herein all the inferior and fubordinate
magiftrates, treated of in the laft chapter, are included.

Tue firft and moft obvious divifion of the people is into
aliens and natural-born fubje&s. Natural-born fubje&s are fuch
as are born within the dominions of the crown of England, that
is, within the ligeance, or, as it is generally called, the allegiance
of the king ; and aliens, fuch as are born out of it. Allegiance is
the tie, or Zigamen, which binds the {ubjeé to the king, in return
for that protetion which the king affords the fubje@. The thing
itfelf, or fubftantial part of it, is founded in reafon and the na-
ture of government ; the name and the form are derived to us
from our Gothic anceftors. Under the feodal {yftem, every owner
of lands held them in fubjection to fome fuperior or lord, from
whom or whofe anceftors the tenant or vafal had received them :
and there was a mutnal truft or confidence {fubfifting between
the lord and vafal, that the lord thould prote¢t the vafal in the
enjoyment of the territory he had granted him, and, on the
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