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miniftred for upwards of fix hundred years®, contained a promife
¢ to be true and faithful to the king and his heirs, and truth and
« faith to bear of life and limb and terrene honour, and not to
<« know or hear of any ill or damage intended him, without de-
«¢ fending him therefrom.” Upon which fir Matthew Halef makes
this remark ; that it was thort and plain, not entangled with long
or intricate claufes or declarations, and yet is comprehenfive of
the whole duty from the fubje& to his fovereign. But, at the re-
volution, the terms of this oath being thought perhaps to favour
too much the notion of non-refiftance, the prefent form was in-
troduced by the convention parliament, which is more general
and indeterminate than the former ; the fubje& only promifing
«¢ that he will be faithful and bear #rue allegiance to the king,”
without mentioning ¢ his heirs,” or {pecifying in the leaft wherein

that allegiance confifts. The oath of fupremacy is principally -

calculated as a renuntiation of the pope’s pretended authority :
and the oath of abjuration, introduced in the reign of king Wil-
liam &, very amply fupplies the loofe and general texture of the
oath of allegiance ; it recognizing the right of his majefty, de-
rived under the a& of fettlement ; engaging.to fupport him to
the utmotft of the juror’s power ; promifing to difclofe all traite-
rous conpiracies againft him ; and exprefily renouncing any claim
of the defcendants of the late pretender, in as clear and explicit
terms as the Englith language can furnith. This oath muft be
taken by all perfons in any office, truft, or employment; and may
be tendered by two juftices of the peace to any perfon, whom they
fhall fufpect of difaffection ®. And the oath of allegiance may be
tendered ! to all perfons above the age of twelve years, whether
natives, denizens, or aliens, either in the court-leet of the manor,
or in the theriff’s tourn, which is the court-leet of the county.

BuT, befides thefe exprefs engagements, the law alfo holds
that there is an implied, original, and virtual allegiance, owing
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