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| from every fubje& to his fovereign, antecedently to any exprefs
;,, promife ; and although the fubje& never fwore any faith or alle-
“ giance in form. For as the king, by the very defcent of the
l _ crown, is fully invefted with all the rights and bound to all the
: duties of fovereignty, before his coronation; fo the fubject is
bound to his prince by an intrinfic allegiance, before the fuper-
induction of thofe outward bonds of oath, homage, and fealty ;
which were only inftituted to remind the fubje¢t of this his pre-
'vious duty, and for the better fecuring it’s performance *. The
formal profeflion therefore, or oath of fubjetion, is nothin
more than a declaration in words of what was before implied in
law. Which occafions fir Edward Coke very juftly to obferve,
that “all fubjects are equally bounden to their allegiance, as if
¢¢ they had taken the oath; becaufe it is written by the finger of
“ the law in their hearts, and the taking of the corporal oath is
“ but an outward declaration of the fame.” The fan&ion of an
oath, it is true, in cafe of violation of duty, makes the guilt @ill
more accumulated, by fuperadding perjury to treafon; but it
does not encreafe the civil obligation to loyalty ; it only ftrengthens
the focial tie by uniting it with that of religion.

ALLEGIANCE, both exprefs and implied, is however dif-
tinguithed by the law into two forts or {pecies, the one natural,
the other local ;- the former being alfo perpetual, the latter tem-
porary. Natural allegiance is fuch as is due from all men born
within the king’s dominions immediately upon their birth ™. For,
immediately upon their birth, they are- under the king’s protec-
tion; at a time too, when (during their infancy) they are inca-~
pable of proteting themfelves. Natural allegiance is therefore a
debt of gratitude; which cannot be forfeited, cancelled, or al-
tered, by any change of time, place, or circumftance, nor by any
thing but the united concurrence of the legiflature . An Englith-
man who removes to France, or to China, owes the fame alle-
giance to the king of England there as at home, and twenty years
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