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T e power and authority of a bithop, befides the adminiftra-
tion of certain holy ordinances peculiar to that facred order, con-
fit principally in infpeéting the manners of the people and clergy,
and punifhing them, in order to reformation, by ecclefiaftical cen-
fures. To this purpofe he has feveral courts under him, and may
vifit at pleafure every part of his diocefe. His chancellor is ap-

pointed to hold his courts for him, and to aflift him in matters of

ecclefiaftical law ; who, as well as all other ecclefiaftical officers,
if lay or married, muft be a door of the civil law, {o created in
fome univerfity °. It is alfo the bufinefs of a bifhop to inftitute,
and to direct induction, to all ecclefiaftical livings in his diocefe.

ArRcHBISHOPRICKS and bithopricks may become void by

death, deprivation for any very grofs and notorious crime, and
alfo by refignation. All refignations muft be made to fome fupe-
- riorY. Therefore a bithop muft refign to his metropolitan ; but
the arch-bifhop can refign to none but the king himfelf.

II. A prAaN and chapter are the council of the bithop, to
aflift him with their advice in affairs of religion, and alfo in the
temporal concerns of his fee ©. When the reft of the clergy were

fettled in the feveral parifhes of each diocefe (as hath formerly f

been mentioned) thefe were referved for the celebration of divine

fervice in the bifthop’s own cathedral;

and the chief of them,

who prefided over the reft, obtained the name of decanus or dean,
being probably at firft appointed to fupermtend fen canons or

prebendaries.

ALl antient deans are elected by the chapter, by conge &’¢/lire
from the' king, and letters miffive of recommendation; in the
fame manner as bifhops: but in thofe chapters, that were found-
ed by Henry VIII out of the {poils of the diffolved monafteries,
the deanery is donative, and the inftallation merely by the king’s

¢ Stat. 37 Hen.VIII, c.17,

3Rep. 75.  Co.'Litt, 103. 300.

¢ Gibf. cod. 8z2. f pag.112;113.
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