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letters patent®. The chapter, confifting of canons or prebenda-
ries, are fometimes appointed by the king, fometimes by the
bifhop, and fometimes elected by each other.

Tue dean and chapter are, as was before obferved, the no-
minal ele¢tors of a bithop. The bifhop is their ordinary and im-
mediate fuperior; and has, generally {peaking, the power of vifit-
ing them, and correcting their excefles and enormities. They
had alfo a check on the bithop at common law : for till the ftatute
32 Hen.VIII. c. 28. his grant or leafe would not have bound his
fucceflors, unlefs confirmed by the dean and chapter .

DeanNERIES and prebends may become void, like a bithop-
rick, by death, by deprivation, or by refignation to either the
king or the bithop’. Alfo I may here mention, once for all, that
if a dean, prebendary, or other {piritual perfon be made a bifhop,
all the preferments of which he was before poflefled are void ; and
the king masr prefent to them in right of his prerogative royal. But
they are not void by the election, but only by the confecration i,

III. AN arch-deacon hath an ecclefiaftical jurifdition, imme-
diately fubordinate to the bithop, throughout the whole of his
diocefe, or in fome particular part of it. He is ufually appointed
by the bithop himfelf; and hath a kind of epifcopal authority,
originally derived from the bifhop, but now independent and dif-
tin&t from his*. He therefore vifits the clergy; and has his fe-
parate court for punithment of offenders by fpiritual cenfures, and"
for hearing all other caufes of ecclefiaftical cognizance.

IV. T HE rural deans are very antient officers of the church,
but almoft grown out of ufe; though their deaneries ftill fubfift
as an ecclefiaftical divifion of the diocefe, or archdeaconry. They
feem to have been deputies of the bithop, planted all round his
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