diocefe, the better to infpect the conduct of the parochial clergy,
and therefore armed with an inferior degree of judicial and co-
ercive authority ™.

V. THE next, and indeed the moft numerdus, order of men
in the fyftem of ecclefiaftical polity, are the parfons and vicars of
churches : in treating of whom I fhall firft mark out the diftinc-
tion between them ; fhall next obferve the method by which one
may become a parfon or vicar; fhall then briefly touch upon their

' rights and duties; and fhall, laftly, thew how one may ceale to
be either.

A PARSON, perfona ecclefiae, is one that hath full poffeffion
-of all the rights of a parochial church. He is called parfon, per-
Jfona, becaufe by his perfon the church, which is an invifible body,
is reprefented ; and he is in himfelf a body corporate, in order
to protect and defend the rights of the church (which he perfo-
nates) by a perpetual fucceflion”. He is fometimes called the
rector, or governor, of the church: but the appellation of par-
Jon, (however it may be depreciated by familiar, clownith, and
indifcriminate ufe) is the moft legal, moft beneficial, and moft
honourable title that a parith prieft can enjoy; becaufe fuch a
one, (fir Edward Coke obferves) and he only, is faid vicem feu
perfonam ecclefiae gerere. A parfon has, during his life, the free-
hold in himfelf of the parfonage houfe, the glebe, the tithes, and
other dues. But thefe are fometimes appropriated ; that is to fay,
“the benefice is perpetually annexed to fome {piritual corporation,
either fole or aggregate, beirig the patron of the living ; whom
the law efteems equally capable of providing for the fervice of the
church, as any fingle private clergyman. This contrivance feems
to have {prung from the policy of the monaftic orders, who have
never been deficient in {ubtile inventions for the increafe of their
own power and emoluments. At the firft etablithment of parochial
clergy, the tithes of the parith were diftributed in a fourfold di-
vifion; one for the ufe of the bithop, another for maintaining

m Gibf. cod. g972. 2 Co, Litt. 300.
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