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the fabric of the church, a third for the poor, and the fourth
to provide for the incumbent. When the fees of the bifhops be-
came otherwife amply endowed, they were prohibited from de-
manding their ufual fhare of thefe tithes, and the divifion was
into three parts only. ' And hence it was inferred by the monaf-
teries, that a {mall part was fufficient for the officiating prieft,
and that the remainder might well be applied to the ufe of their
own fraternities, (the endowment of which was conftrued to be
a work of the moft exalted piety) fubje& to the burthen of re-
pairing the church and providing for it’s conftant fupply. And
therefore they begged and bought, for mafles and obits, and forme-
times even for money, all the advowfons within their reach, and
then appropriated the benefices to the ufe of their own corporation,
But, in order to complete fuch appropriation effectually, the king’s
licence, and confent of the bithop, muft firft be obtained; be-
caufe both the king and the bithop may fometime or other have
an intereft, by lapfe, in the prefentation to the benefice; which
can never happen if it be appropriated to the ufe of a corporation,
which never dies: and alfo becaufe the law repofes a confidence
in them, that they will not confent to any thing that fhall be to
the prejudice of the church. The confent of the patron alfo is
neceffarily implied, becaufe (as was before obferved) the appro-
priation can be originally made to none, but to fuch {piritual cor-
poration, as is alfo the patron of the church; the whole being
indeed nothing elfe, but an allowance for the patrons to retain
the tithes and glebe in their own hands, without prefenting any
clerk, they themfelves undertaking to provide for the fervice of
the church®. When the appropriation is thus made, the appro-
priators and their fucceflors are perpetual parfons of the church;
and muft fue and be fued, in all matters concerning the rights of
the church, by the name of parfons ®.

T H1is appropriation may be fevered, and the church become
difappropriate, two ways: as, firft, if the patron or appropriator
prefents a clerk, who is inftituted and induéed to the parfonage :
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