Ch. 11. of PErsons.

THESE appropriating corporations, or religious houfes, were
wont to depute one of their own body to perform divine fervice,
and adminifter the facraments, in thofe parifhes of which the fo-
ciety was thus the parfon. This officiating minifter was in reality
no more than a curate, deputy, or vicegerent of the appropriator,
and therefore called vicarius, or vicar. His ftipend was at the
difcretion of the appropriator, who was however bound of com-
mon right to find fomebody, gui illi de temporalibus, epifcopo de

Spiritualibus, debeat refpondere™. But this was done in fo fcanda-
lous a manner, and the parifthes fuffered fo much by the negleét
of the appropriators, that the legiflature was forced to interpofe :
and accordingly it is enacted by ftatute 15Ric. IL. c. 6. that in
all appropriations of churches, the diocefan bifhop fhall ordain
(in proportion to the value of the church) a competent fum to
be diftributed among the poor parifhioners annually ; and that the
vicarage thall be fifficiently endowed. It feems the parith were
frequently fufferers, not only by the want of divine fervice, but
alfo by withholding thofe alms, for which, among other purpo-
fes, the payment of tithes was originally impofed: and there-
fore in this a& a penfion is directed to be diftributed among the
poor parochians, as well as a fufficient ftipend to the vicar. But
he, being liable to be removed at the pleafure of the appropria-
tor, was not likely to infift too rigidly on the legal fufficiency of
the ftipend : and therefore by ftatute 4 Hen. IV. c.12. it is or-
dained, that the vicar fhall be a fecular perfon, not a member of
any religious houfe; that he thall be vicar perpetual, not remove-
able at the caprice of the monaftery; and that he fhall be ca-
nonically inftituted and induéted, and be fufficiently endowed, at
the difcretion of the ordinary, for thefe three exprefs purpofes,
to do divine fervice, to inform the people, and to: keep hofpita-
lity. The endowments in confequence of' thefe ftatutes have
ufually been by a portion of the glebe, or land, belonging to the
parfonage, and a particular fhare of the tithes, which the appro-
priators found it moft troublefome to colle&t, and which are
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