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Charles the fecond kept up about five thoufand regular troops, by
his own authority, for guards and garrifons ; which king James
the fecond by degrees increafed to no lefs than thirty thoufand,
all paid from his own civil lift; it was made one of the articles
of the bill of rights?, that the raifing or keeping a ftanding army
within the kingdom in time of peace, unlefs it be with confent
of parliament, is againft law.

Bu T, as the fathion of keeping ftanding armies has univerfally
prevailed over all Europe of late years (though fome of it’s poten-
tates, being unable themfelves to maintain them, are obliged to
have recourfe to richer powers, and receive {ubfidiary penfions for
that purpofe) it has alfo for many years paft been annually judged
neceflary by our legiflature, for the fafety of the kingdom, the
defence of the pofleffions of the crown of Great Britain, and the
prefervation of the balance of power in Europe, to maintain even
in time of peace a ftanding body of troops, under the command
of the crown ; who are however ¢/0 faéto difbanded at the expi-
ration of every year, unlefs continued by parliament:

T o prevent the executive power from being able to opprefs,.
fays baron Montefquieu®, it is requifite that the armies with
which it is entrufted fhould confift of the people, and have the
fame {pirit with the people; as was the cafe at Rome, till Marius
new-modelled the legions by enlifting the rabble of Italy, and.
laid the foundation of all the military tyranny that enfued. No-
thing then, according to thefe principles, ought to be more guarded
againft in a free ftate, than making the military power, when
fuch a one is neceffary to be kept on foot, a body too diftin& from.
the people. Like ours therefore, it thould wholly be compofed
of natural fubje@s; it ought only to be enlifted for a thort and
limited time; the foldiers alfo fhould live intermixed with the
people ; no {eparate camp, no barracks, no inland fortrefles thould
be allowed. ‘And perhaps it might be ftill better, if, by difmiffing
a ftated number and enlifting others at every renewal of their

v Stat. 1 W. & M. f. 2. ¢. 2, u.5p. L. 11.:6.
term,,




