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term, a circulation could be kept up between the army and the

people, and the citizen and the foldier be more intimately con-
nected together.

T o keep this body of troops in order, an annual a& of par=
liament likewife paffes, < to punith mutiny and defertion, and for
<¢ the better pagyment of the army and their quarters.” This re-
gulates the manner in which they are to be difperfed among the
feveral inn-keepers and victuallers throughout the kingdom ; and
eftablithes a law martial for their government. By this, among
other things, it is enaded, that if any officer and foldier fhall
excite, or join any mutiny, or, knowing of it, fhall not give
notice to the commanding officer ; or fhall defert, or lift in an
other regiment, or fleep upon his poft, or leave it before he is
relieved, or hold correfpondence with a rebel or enemy, or ftrike
or ufe violence to his fuperior officer, or fhall difobey his lawful
commands ; fuch offender thall fuffer fuch punifhment as a court
martial fhall infli&, though it extend to death itfelf,

HowEvER expedient the moft ftrict regulations may be in
time of a&ual war, yet, in times of profound peace, a little re-
laxation of military rigour would not, one fhould hope, be pro=-
ductive of much inconvenience. And, upon this principle, though
by our ftanding laws™ (fill remaining in force, though not at-
tended to) defertion:in time of war is made felony, without be-
nefit of clergy, and the offence is triable by a jury and before the
judges of the common law ; yet, by our militia laws before-men-
tioned, a much lighter punifhment is infli®ted for defertion in
time of peace. So, by the Roman law alfo, defertion in time of
war was punithed with death, but more mildly in time of tran-
quillity . But our mutiny a& makes no fuch diftinGion : for
any of the faults above-mentioned are, equally at all times,
punithable with death itfelf, if a court martial thall think proper.
This diferetionary power of the court martial is indeed to be
guided by the direftions of the crown ; which, with regard to
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