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which others poflefs, and which they themfelves are excluded froms;
are apt (like eunuchs in the eaftern feraglios) to live in a ftate of
perpetual envy and hatred towards the reft of the community ; and
indulge a malignant pleafure in contributing to deftroy thofe pri-
vileges, to which they can never be admitted. Hence have many
free ftates, by departing from this rule, been endangered by the
revolt of their {laves: while, in abfolute and defpotic govern-
ments where no real liberty exifts, and confequently no invidious
comparifons can be formed, fuch incidents are extremely rare.
"T'wo precautions are therefore advifed to be obferved in all prudent
and free governments: 1. To prevent the introducion of flavery at
all: or, 2. If it be already introduced, not to intruft thofe flaves
with arms ;- who will then find themfelves an overmatch for the
freemen. Much lefs ought the foldiery to be an exception to the
people in general, and the only ftate of fervitude in the nation.

Bu T as foldiers, by this annual a&, are thus put in a worfe
condition than any other fubjects, fo, by the humanity of our
ftanding laws, they are in fome cafes put in a much better. By
ftatute 43 Eliz. c. 3. a weekly allowance is to be raifed in every
county for the relief of foldiers that are fick, hurt, and maimed :
not forgetting the royal hofpital at Chelfea for fuch as are worn
out in their duty. Officers and foldiers, that have been in the
king’s fervice, are by feveral ftatutes, enacted at the clofe of fe-
veral wars, at liberty to ufe any trade or occupation they are fit
for, in any town in the kingdom (except the two univerfities)
notwithftanding any ftatute, cuftom, or charter to the contrary.
And foldiers in actual military fervice may make nuncupative wills,
and difpofe of their goods, wages, and other perfonal chattels,
without thofe forms, folemnities, and expenfes, which the law
requires in other cafes®. Our law does not indeed extend this pri-
vilege fo far as the civil law; which carried it to an extreme that
borders upon the ridiculous. For if a foldier, in the article of
death, wrote any thing in bloody letters on his thield, or in the
duft of the field with his fword, it was a very good military tefta-
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