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reafonable caufe to be allowed by a juftice of the peace®: but
they may part by confent, or.make a f{pecial bargain.

2. ANoTHER {pecies of fervants are called apprentices (from
" apprendre, to learn) and are ufually bound for a term of years, by
deed indented or indentures, to ferve their mafters, and be main-
tained and inftructed by them. This is ufually done to perfons
of trade, in order to learn their art and myftery ; and fometimes
very large fums are given with them, as a premium for fuch their
inftrution: but it may be done to hufbandmen, nay to gentle~
men, and others. And® children of poor perfons may be ap=
prenticed out by the overfeers, with confent of two juftices, till
twenty four years of age, to fuch perfons as are thought fitting ;
who are alfo compellable to take them: and it is held, that gen-
tlemen of fortune, and clergymen, are equally liable with others.
to fuch compulfion’: for which purpofes our ftatutes have made
the indentures obligatory, even though fuch parifth-apprentice be
a minori. Apprentices to trades may be difcharged on reafonable
caufe, either at requeft of themfelves or mafters, at the quarter
feflions, or by one juftice, with appeal to the feflions*; who
may, by the equity of the ftatute, if they think it reafonable,
diret reftitution of a ratable fhare of the money given with the
apprentice': and parifh apprentices may be difcharged in the
ame manner, by two juftices™. . But if an apprentice, with

hom 1€fs than ten pounds hath been given, runs away from his
mafter, he is compellable to ferve out his time of abfence, os
make fatisfattion for the fame, at any time within feven years
after the expiration of his original contract”,

3. A T HIRD {pecies of fervants are Jabourers, who are only
hired by the day or the week, and do not live intra moenia, as
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