Chizy. of PErsoxs. 443

hufband is not chargeable even for neceflaries®; at leaft if the
perfon, who furnithes them, is fufficiently apprized of her elope-
ment ™. If the wife be indebted before marriage, the hufband is
bound afterwards ‘to pay the debt; for he has adopted her and
her circumftances together*. If the wife be injured in her per-
fon or her property, fhe can bring no action for redrefs without
her hutband’s concurrence, and in his name, as well as her own” :
neither can the be fued, without making the hufband a defen~-
dant®. There is indeed one cafe where the wife fhall fue and be
fued as a feme fole, viz. where the hufband has abjured the realm,
or is banifhed *: for then he is dead in law; and, the hufband
being thus difabled to fue for or defend the wife, it would be
moft unreafonable if fhe had no remedy, or could make no de-
fence at all. In criminal profecutions, it is true, the wife may
be indi¢ted and punithed feparately ® ; for the union is only a civil
union. - But, in trials of any fort, they are not allowed to be evi-
dence for, or againft, each other “: partly becaufe it is impofiible
their teftimony thould be indifferent ; but principally becaufe of
the union of perfon : and therefore, if they were admitted to be
witnefles for each other, they would contradi® one maxim of
law, < nemo in propria caufa teftis effe debet 5 and if againft each
other, they would contradi@® another maxim, ¢ nemo tenetur Je=
. ““ipfum accufare.” But where the offence is dire@tly againft the
perfon of the wife, this rule has been ufually difpenfed with®:
and therefore, by ftatute 3 Hen. VII. c. 2. in cafe 2 woman be
forcibly taken away, and married, the may be a witnefs againft
fuch her hufband, in order to convi@ him of felony. For in this
cafe fhe can with no propriety be reckoned his wife; becaufe a
main ingredient, her confent, was wanting to the contra® : and
alfo there is another maxim of law, that no man fhall take ad-
vantage of his own wrong ; which the ravither here would do,
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