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if by forcibly marrying a woman, he could prevent her from

being a witnefs, who is perhaps the only witnefs, to that very
fact. :

In the civil law the hufband and the wife are confidered as two
diftiné& perfons; and may have feparate eftates, contraés, debts,
and injuries ®: and therefore, in our ecclefiaftical courts, a wo-
man may f{ue and be fued without her hufband £,

BuT, though our law in general confiders man and wife as
one perfon, yet there are fome inftances in which fhe is feparately
confidered ; as inferior to him, and a&ing by his compulfion.
And therefore all deeds executed, and aés done, by her, during
her coverture, are void ; except it be a fine, or the like matter
of record, in which cafe fhe muft be folely and fecretly exami-
ned, to learn if her a& be voluntary 8. She cannot by will devife
lands to her hufband, unlefs under {pecial circumftances; for at
the time of making it fhe is {fuppofed to be under his coercion 2,
And in fome felonies, and other inferior crimes, committed by
her, through cenftraint of her hutband, the law excufes her':
‘but this extends not to treafon or murder. '

TuE hufband alfo (by the old law) might give his wife mo-
derate correction *. For, as he is to anfwer for her mifbehaviour,
the law thought it reafonable to intruft him with this power of
reftraining her, by domeftic chaftifement, in the fame moderation
that a man is allowed to corre@ his fervants or children ; for
whom the mafter or parent is alfo liable in fome cafes to anfwer.
But this power of corretion was confined within reafonable
bounds'; and the hufband was prohibited from ufing any violence
to his wife, aliter quam ad virum, ex cauf regiminis et caftigationis
uxoris fuae, licite et rationabiliter pertinet™. The civil law gave
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