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the hufband the fame, or a larger, authority over his wife ; allow-
ing him, for fome mifdemefnors, flagellis et fuftibus acriter ver-
berare uxorem; for others, only modicam caftigationem adhibere ™.
But, with us, in the politer reign of Charles the fecond, this
power of corretion began to be doubted °: and a2 wife may now
have fecurity of the peace againft her hufband ?; or, in return, a
hufband againft his wife?. Yet the lower rank of people, who
were always fond of the old common law, ftill claim and exert
their antient privilege : and the courts of law will {till permit a
hufband to reftrain a wife of her liberty, in cafe of any grofs
mifbehaviour '.

TuesE are the chief legal effe@s of marriage during the co-
verture ; upon which we may obferve, that even the difabilities,
which the wife lies under, are for the moft part intended for her
protection and benefit. So great a favourite is the female fex of
the laws of England. ‘
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