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difpofal, upon a principle of liberty in this, as well as every other,
action : though perhaps it had not been amifs, if the parent had
been bound to leave them at the leaft a neceffary fubfiftence. By
the cuftom of London indeed, (which was formerly univerfal
throughout the kingdom) the children of freemen are entitled to
one third of their father’s effe@s, to be equally divided among
them ; of which he cannot deprive them. And, among perfons
of any rank or fortune, a competence is generally provided for
younger children, and the bulk of the eftate fettled upon the
eldeft, by the marriage-articles. Heirs alfo, and children, are
favourites of our courts of juftice, and cannot be difinherited by
any dubious or ambiguous words ; there being required the ut-
moft certainty of the teftator’s intentions to take away the right
of an heir?,

From the duty of maintenance we may eafily pafs to that of
protection 5 which is alfo a natural duty, but rather permitted than
enjoined by any municipal laws: nature, in this refpet, work-
ing fo ftrongly as to need rather a check than a fpur. A parent
may, by our laws, maintain and uphold his children in their law-
fuits, without being guilty of the legal crime of maintaining
quarrels . A parent may alfo juftify an affault and battery in de-
fence of the perfons of his children®: nay, where 2 man’s fon
was beaten by another boy, and the father went near a mile to
find him, and there revenged his fon’s quarrel by beating the
other boy, of which beating he afterwards unfortunately died ; it
was not held to be murder, but manflaughter merely . Such in~
dulgence does the law thew to the frailty of human nature, and
the workings of parental affeGion.

THE laft duty of parents to their children is that of giving
them an education {uitable to their ftation in'life : a duty pointed
out by reafon, and of far the greateft importance of any. For,
as Puffendorf very well obferves®, it is not eafy to imagine or
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