452 Zhe RIGHTS Beos’t

when abroad by any pretext whatever, the perfon both fending
and fent thall be difabled to fue in law or equity, or to be execu-
tor or adminiftrator to any perfon, or to enjoy any legacy or deed
of gift, or to bear any office in the realm, and fhall forfeit all his
goods and chattels, and likewife all his real eftate for life,

2. THE power of parents over their children is derived from
the former confideration, their duty ; this authority being given
them, partly to enable the parent more effeGtually to perform his
duty, and partly as a recompenfe for his care and trouble in the
faithful difcharge of it. And upon this fcore the municipal laws
of {fome nations have given a much larger authority to the parents,
than others. The antient Roman laws gave the father a power
of life and death over his children ; upon this principle, that he
who gave had alfo the power of taking away *. But the rigorof
thefe laws was foftened by fubfequent conftitutions; fo that® we
find a father banifhed by the emperor Hadrian for killing his fon,
though he had committed a very heinous crime, upon this maxim,,
that < parria poteflas in pictate debet, non in atrocitate, confiftere.”
But ftill they maintained to the laft a very large and abfolute au~
thority : for a fon could not acquire any property of his own du-
ring the life of his father ; but all his acquifitions belonged to.
the father, or at leaft the profits of them for his life .

THE power of a parent by our Englifh laws is much more
moderate ; but ftill fufficient to keep the child in order and obe-
dience. He may lawfully corre¢t his child, being under age, in
a reafonable manner?; for this is for the benefit of his education.
The confent or concurrence of the parent to the marriage of
his child under age, was alfo direted by our antient law to be ob-
tained : but now it is abfolutely neceffary ; for without it the con=
tract is void ®. And this alfo is another means, which the law
has put into the parent’s hands, in order the better to difcharge
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