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his duty ; firft, of proteéting his children from the fnares of art-
ful and defigning perfons; and, next, of fettling them properly
in life, by preventing the ill confequences of too early and preci-
pitate marriages. A father has no other power over his fons ¢/~
Zate, than as his truftee or guardian; for, though he may receive
the profits during the child’s minority, yet he muft account for
them when he comes of age. He may indeed have the benefit of
his children’s labour while they live with him, and are maintained
by him : but this is no more than he is entitled to from his ap-
prentices or fervants. The legal power of a father (for a mother,
as fuch, is entitled to' no power, but only to reverence and re-
fpet) the power of a father, I fay, over the perfons of his child-
ren ceafes at the age of -twenty one: for they are then enfran-
chifed by arriving at years of difcretion, or that point which' the
law has eftablifhed (as fome muit neceflarily be eftablithed) when
the empire of -the father, or other guardian, gives place to the
empire of reafon. Yet, till that age arrives, this empire of the
father continues even after his death ; for he may by his will ap-
point a guardian to his children. He may alfo delegate part of
his parental authority, during his life, to the tuter or {fchoolmaf-
ter of his child ; who is then 7z /oco parentss, and has fuch a por-
tion of the power of the parent committed to his charge, viz.
that of reftraint and correction, as may be neceffary to anfwer

the purpofes for which he is employed.

3. THE dutses of children to their parents arifes from a prin-
ciple of natural juftice and retribution. For to thofe, who gave
us exiftence, we naturally owe fubjection and obedience during'
our minority, and honour and reverence ever after ; they, who
protected the weaknefs of our infancy, are entitled to our protec-
tion in the infirmity of their age; they, who by fuftenance and'
education have enabled their offspring to profper, ought in return
to be fupported by that offspring, in cafe they ftand in need of
affiftance. Upon this principle proceed all the duties of children
to their parents, which are enjoined by pofitive laws. And the
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