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2. LET us next {ee the duty of parents to their baftard child-
ren, by our law ; which is principally that of maintenance. For,
though baftards are not looked upon as children to any civil pur-
pofes, yet the ties of nature, of which maintenance is one, are
not fo eafily diffolved : and they hold indeed as to many other
intentions ; as, particularly, that a man fhall not marry his baf-
tard fifter or daughter®. The civil law therefore, when it denied.
maintenance to baftards begotten under certain atrocious circum-
ftances®, was neither confonant to nature, nor reafon; however.
profligate and wicked the parents might juftly be eficemed.

TrE method in which the Englith law provides maintenance:
for them is as follows ®. When a woman is delivered, or declares-
herfelf with child, of a baftard, and will by oath before a juftice-
of peace chargeany perfon having got her with child, the juftice:
thall caufe fuch perfon to be apprehended, and commit him till:
he gives fecurity, either to maintain the child, or appear at the.
next quarter feffions to difpute and try the fa&. But if the wo-
man dies, or is married before delivery, or mifcarries, or proves
not to have been with child, the perfon fhall be difcharged :
otherwife the feffions, or two juftices out of feffions, upon ori-
ginal application to them, may take order for the keeping of the
baftard, by charging the mother or the reputed father with the
payment of money or other {uftentation for that purpofe. And
if fuch putative father, or lewd mother, run away from the pa-
rith, the overfeers by direction of two juftices may feize their
rents, goods, and chattels, in order to bring up the faid baftard
child. Yet fuch is the humanity of our laws, that no woman can
be compulfively queftioned concerning the father of her child, till
one month after her delivery: which indulgence is however
very frequently a hardfhip upon parifhes, by fuffering the parents
to efcape.
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