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confider the cafe of a parfon of a church. At the original endow-
ment of parifh churches, the freehold of the church, the church-
yard, the parfonage houfe, the glebe, and the tithes of the pa-
rifh, where vefted in the then parfon by the bounty of the donor,
as a temporal recompenfe to him for his fpiritual care of the in-
habitants, and with intent that the fame emoluments thould ever
afterwards continue as a recompenfe for the fame care. But how
was this to be effeted ? The frechold was vefted in the parfon ;
and, if we fuppofe it vefted in his natural capacity, on his death
it might defcend to his heir, and would be liable to his debts and
incumbrances : or, at beft, the heir might be compellable, at
fome trouble and expenfe, to convey thefe rights to the fucceed-
~ ing incumbent. The law therefore has wifely ordained, that the
parfon, guatenus parfon, thall-never die, any more than the king ;
by making him and his fucceflors a corporation. By which means
all the original rights of the parfonage are preferved entire to the
fucceflor: for the prefent incumbent, and his predeceflor who
lived feven centuries ago, are in law one and the fame perfon ;
and what was given to the one was given to the other alfo.

ANoTHER divifion of corporations, either fole or aggregate,
is into ecclefiaftical and lay. Ecclefiaftical corporations are where
the members that compofe it are entirely fpiritual perfons; fuch
as bifhops; certain deans, and prebendaries; all archdeacons,
parfons, and vicars; which are fole corporations : deans and
chapters at prefent, and formerly prior and convent, abbot and
monks, and the like, bodies aggregate. 'Thefe are erected for
the furtherance of religion, and perpetuating the rights of the
church. Lay corporations are of two forts, c7vil and eleemafymary.
The civil are fuch as are erected for a variety of temporal purpo-
fes. The king, for inftance, is made a corporation to prevent in
general the poffibility of an suterregnum or vacancy of the throne,
and to preferve the pofleflions of the crown entire; for, imme-
diately upon the demife of one king, his fuccefior is, as we have
formerly feen, in full poffeffion of the regal rights and dignity.
Other lay corporations are ereted for the good government of a
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