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town or particular diftri&t, as a mayor and commonalty, bailiff
and burgefles, or the like : fome for the advancement and regu-
lation of manufacures and commerce ; as the trading companies
of London, and other towns : and fome for the better carrying
on of divers fpecial purpofes ; as churchwardens, ‘for confervation
of the goods of the parifh ; the college of phyficians and com-
pany of furgeons in London, for the improvement of the medi-
cal {cience; the royal fociety, for the advancement of natural
knowlege; and the fociety of antiquarians, for promoting the
ftudy of antiquities. And among thefe I am inclined to think the
general corporate bodies of the univerfities of Oxford and Cam-
bridge muft be ranked : for it is clear they are not fpiritual or
ecclefiaftical corporations, being compofed of more laymen than
clergy : neither are they eleemofynary foundations, though fti-
pends are annexed to particular magiftrates and profeflors, any
more than other corporations where the acting officers have ftand-
ing falaries ; for thefe are rewards pro gpera et labore, not charit-
able donations only, fince every ftipend is preceded by fervice and
duty : they feem therefore to be merely civil corporations. The
eleemofynary fort are fuch as are conftituted for the perpetual dif-
ftribution of the free alms, or bounty, of the founder of them
to fuch perfons as he has directed. Of this kind are all hofpitals
for the maintenance of the poor, fick, and impotent; and alk
colleges, both 7z our univerfities and ouz°® of them: which colleges
are founded for two purpofes; 1. For the promotion of piety

~and learning by proper regulations and ordinances. 2. For im-

parting affiftance to the members of thofe bodies, in order to
enable them to profecute their devotion and ftudies with greater
eafe and affiduity. And all thefe eleemofynary corporations are,.
ftri¢tly {peaking, lay and not ecclefiaftical, even though com-
pofed of ecclefiaftical perfons , and although they in fome things
partake of the nature, privileges, and reﬁ‘né’clons of ecclefiaftical
bodies.

¢ Such as at Manchefter, Eton, Wig- £ 3 Lord Raym. 6
ghefter, &9¢.




