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And this right of making by-laws for their own government, not
contrary to the law of the land, was allowed by the law of the
twelve tables at Rome?. But no trading compariy is, with us,
allowed to make by-laws, which may affe& the king’s preroga-
tive, or the common profit of the people, under penalty of 40/
unlefs they be approved by the chancellor, treafurer, and chief
juftices, or the judges of aflife in their circuits: and, even though
they be fo approved, ftill if contrary to law they are void®. Thele
five powers are infeparably incident to every corporation, at leaft

to every corporation aggregate: for two of them, though they

may be practifed, yet are very unneceffaryto a corporation fole ; .
V1. to have a corporate feal to teftify his fole affent, and to make

ftatutes for the regulation of his own conduét.

THERE are alfo certain privileges and difabilities that attend
an aggregate corporation, and are not applicable to fuch as are
fole ; the reafon of them ceafing, and of courfe the law. It muit
always appear by attorney ; for it cannot appear in perfon, being,
as fir Edward Coke faysf, invifible, and exifting only in intend-
ment and confideration of law. It can neither maintain, or be

made defendant to, an a&ion of battery or fuch like perfonal in-
juries ; for a corporation can neither beat, nor be beaten, in it’s
body politic®. A corporation cannot commit treafon, or felony,
or other crime, in it’s corporate capacity®: though it's members
may, in their diftin¢t individual capacities’. Neither is it capable
of fuffering a traitor’s or felon’s punifhment, for it is not liable
to corporal penalties, nor to attainder, forfeiture, or corruption
of blood. It cannot be executor or adminiftrator, or perform
any perfonal duties ; for it cannot take an oath for the due exe-
cution of the office. It cannot be feifed of lands to the ufe of
another’; for fuch kind of confidence is foreign to the end of
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