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muft have a licence from the king to purchafe?, before they can
exert that capacity which is vefted in them by the common law :
nor is even this in all cafes fufficient. Thefe ftatutes are gene-
rally called the Ttatutes of mortmain ; all purchafes made by cor-
porate bodies being faid to be purchafes in mortmain, i mortua
manu : for the reafon of which appellation fir Edward Coke * of-
fers many conjectures ; but there is one which feems more pro-
bable than any that he has given us: v7z. that thefe purchafes
being ufually made by ecclefiaftical bodies, the members of which
(being profefied) were reckoned dead perfons in law, land there-
fore, holden by them, might with great propriety be faid to be
held iz mortua manu. )

I suary defer the more particular expofition of thefe fta-
tutes of mortmain, till the next book of thefe commentaries,
when we fhall confider the nature and tenures of eftates; and
alfo the expofition of thofe difabling ftatutes of queen Elizabeth,
which reftrain {piritual and eleemofynary corporations from alien-
ing fuch lands as they are at prefent in legal poffeffion of : only

mentioning them in this place, for the fake of regularity, as
ftatutable incapacities incident and relative to corporations.

Tu e general duties of all bodies politic, confidered in their
corporate capacity, may, like thofe of natural perfons, be reduced

to this fingle one ; that of ating up to the end or defign, what-

ever it be, for which they were created by their founder.

III. I PRocEED therefore next to enquire, how thefe cor-
porations may be wi/ifed. For corporations being compofed of in-
dividuals, fubject to human frailties, are liable, as well as private
perfons, to deviate from the end of their inftitution. And for that
reafon the law has provided proper perfon®to vifit, enquire into,
and corret all irregularities that arife in fuch corporations, either

¥ By the civil law a corporation was in- jfpeciali privilegio fubnixum fit, haereditatem ca—
capable of taking lands, unlefs by fpecial pere non pofé, dubium noncft. Cod. 6., 24.8.
privilege from the emperor: collegium, fi nullo z 1 Init 2,
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