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defcended to the vifitor himfelf: but, if the founder has appoint-
ed and afligned any other perfon to be vifitor, then his aflignee
fo appointed is invefted with all the founder’s power, in exclufion
of his heir. Eleemofynary corporations are chiefly hofpitals, or
colleges in the univerfity. Thefe were all of them confidered by
the popifh clergy, as of mere ecclefiaftical jurifdicion: how-
ever, the law of the land judged otherwife ; and, with regard to
hofpitals, it has long been held ¢, that if the hofpital be {piritual,
the bithop fhall vifit; but if lay, the patron. This right of lay
patrons was indeed abridged by ftatute 2 Hen.V. c. 1. which or-
dained, that the ordinary thouldwifit»# hofpitals founded by fub-
jecs though the king’s right was referved, to vifit by his com-
miffioners fuch as were of royal foundation. But the fubje&’s
right was in part reftored by ftatute 14 Eliz. c. 5. which direés
the bithop to vifit fuch hofpitals only, where no vifitor is. ap-
pointed by the founders thereof : and all the hofpitals founded by
virtue of the ftatute 39 Eliz. c.5. are to be vifited by fuch perfons
as fhall be nominated by the refpective founders. But ftill, if the
founder appoints nobody, the bithop of the diocefe muft vifite,

CorLrLEeGESs in the univerfities (whatever the common law
may now, or might formerly, judge) were certainly confidered
by the popifh clergy, under whofe direction they were, as eccle-

Saftical, or at lealt as clerical, corporations ; and therefore the
right of vifitation was claimed by the ordinary of the diocefe.
This is evident, becaufe in many of our moft antient colleges,
where the founder had a mind to fubje& them to a vifitor of his
own nomination, he obtained for that purpofe a papal bulle to
exempt them from the jurifdiction of the ordinary ; feveral of
which are ftill preferved in the archives of the refpective focieties.
And T have reafon to believe, that in one of our colleges, (wherein
the bifthop of that diocefe, in which Oxford was formerly com-
prized, has immemorially exercifed vifitatorial authority) there is
no {pecial vifitor appointed by the college ftatutes: . fo that the
bifhop’s interpofition can be afcribed to nothing elfe, but his fup-
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