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3. By furrender of it’s franchifes into the hands of the king,
which is a kind of fuicide. 4. By forfeiture of it’s charter,
throughvnegligence or abufe of it’s franchifes; in which cafe
the law judges that the body politic has broken the condition
upon: which it was incorporated, and thereupon the incorporation
is void. And the regular courfe is to bring an information in na-
ture of a writ of guo warranto, to enquire by what warrant the
members now exercife their corporate power, having forfeited it
by fuch and fuch proceedings. The exertion of this aé of law,
for the purpofes of the ftate, in the reigns of king Charles and
king James the fecond, particularly by feifing the charter of the
city of London, gave great and juft offence; though perhaps, in
ftrictnefs of law, the proceedings in moft of them were fuffi-
ciently regular : but the judgment againft that of London was
reverfed by act of parliament ° after the revolution ; and by the
fame ftate it is ena&ed, that the franchifesof the city of Lon-
don fhall never more be forfeited for any caufe whatfoever. And,
becaufe by the common law corporations were diffolved, in cafe
the mayor or head officer was not duly elected on the day ap-
pointed in the charter or eftablithed by prefcription, it is now
provided ?, that for the future no corporation fhall be diffolved
upon that account ; and ample directions are given for appoint-
ing a new officer, in cafe there be no eleétion, or a void one,
made upon the charter or prefcriptive day.

© Stat. 2 W. & M. c. 8. P Stat. 11 Geo. 1. c. 4.

THE END OF THE FIRST BOORK.




