X Englifh Liberties.
how, and as often as he lifts ; and if one be accufed,

or tu fo mich as fufp &ed of any Crime, be

may either prefently execute him, or banith, or

imprifon him at pleafure; or if he will be fo gra-

cious as to proceed by Form of their Laws, if a-

ny two Villains will but fwear againft the poor

Party, his Life is gone. Nay, if there be no Wit-

nefles, yet he may be put to the Rack, the Tor-

tures whereof make many an innocent Perfon con-
fes himfelf Guilty, and then with feeming Juftice
he is executed ; or, if he prove fo ftout, as in
Torments to deny the Faét, yet be comes off with
disjointed Bones, and fuch Weaknefs as renders
his Life a Burthen to him ever after.

But in England, the Law is both the Meafure
and the Bond of every Subje&’s Duty and Allegi-
ance, each Man having a fixed fundamental Right
born with him, as to Freedom of his Perfon, and
Property in his Eftate, which he cannot be de-
prived of, but either by his Confent, or fome Crime,
for which the Law has impos’d fuch a Penalty or
Forfeiture.  For allour Kings take a folemn Oath

(1) at their Coronation, 7o
(1) See Book of Obferve and caufe all the Laws
Ouths, p.1.& 3. to be kepr, which was done
(2) Baker'sChron. by our prefent moft Gracious

fol. 741, Soveraign: (2) Likewife all our
(3) Bookof Oaths, Judges take an Oath, where-
p. 216. in, amongft other Points, they

fwear, (3) To do equal Law and
Right to all thedKing’s Subjects, Rich and Poor, and
not to delay amy Perfon of common Right for the
Letters of ‘the King, or of amy other Perfon, or for
any other Caufe : But if amy fuch Letters come 1o
them, they [hail proceed to do the Law, the (ame Let:
sers notwithffanding : Therefore, faith Fortefcue ( who

was firlt Chief Fuffice, and afterwards Lord Cb?;n-
cellor




