Eﬂglg’ﬂ: Liberties. s

Neighbours, and of his own Condition : Thefe
two Grand Pillars of Englifh Liberty, are the Fun.
damental Privileges, whereby we have been, and
are preferv’d more free and happy than any other
People in the World; and (we trult) fhall ever con-
tinue fo: For whoever fhall defign to impair,
pervert, or undermine either of thefe, do ftrike
at the very Conflitution of our Government, and -
ought to be profecuted and punifhed with the ut-
moft Zeal and Rigour. To cut down the Banks,
and let in the Sea, or topoyfon all the Springs and
Rivers in the Kingdom, could not be a greater
Milchief ; for this would only affe& the prefent
Age, but the other will ruine and enflave all our
Pofterity. o

But befides thefe general Privileges, which the
Englifh are eftated in by the original Conftitution
of their Government, there are others more parti-
cularly declared and exprefled in divers Ad&s of
Parliament ; of which feveral of the moft remark-
able and ufeful are here prefented at large to the
Reader, with fome Notes thereupon, for his better
underftanding of the fame.

And theretore, before I treat of thefe general
Privileges (1 mean of Parliaments and Ju.
ries) 1 fhall begin with Magns Charta, or the great
Charter made in the Reign of King Fobn, but con-
firmed Anmo 9 H. 3. and 28.Ed. 1.

“Tis true, the original Charter is not to be found
among(t the Rolls in the Zower, there being no-
thing left of it on Record but the Statute of Confir-
mationy Anmo 28 Ed. 1, but it was certainly inroll’d
at the very time it was made, as well as every
Grant made of Markets and Fairs in that King’s
Reign ; for no Man canimagine that fo much Care
fhould be taken to inroll fuch Grants, and folittle
o record this Greae Charter of our Liberties, tho’
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