Englifh Liberties.

And here I cannot but obferve, that thof People
muft be of a very bafe and flavith Temper, who
objeét any thing againft a Charter, which either
grants or confirms their Liberties; and yet fuch
there are who tell us that it was extorted by Force
~ from King Fobn, and defended by Rebellion.

But thefe Men do not confider that King Fobn
was not the firlt, who granted fuch a Charter, for
thofe of H. 1. King Stephen, and Henry 2. confirm
the Liberties of the People.

Befides, thefe are not properly the Conceffi-
ons of Kings, but Affirmations of the Common
Law, and ratified by the Suffrages of the People,
who claimed them as their Rights and Privileges,
and as their Birth-right: And they did not enter
into War with chat King, (I mean King Fobn) be-
caufe he would not grantthem new Frivileges, but
becaufe he abufed them of thofe Rights to which
they were entitled as well by the Common Law,
as by the Grants of any former Kings.

This excellent Law holds the firlt place in our
Statute Books; for though there were, no doubt,
many A&sof Parliament long before this, yet they
are not now extant : *Tis called Magna Charta, or
the Great Charter, not in refpeét of its Bulk, but
in regard of the great Importance and Weight
of the Matters therein contain’d ; it is alfo ftyled
Charta Libertatum Regni, the Charterof the Liber-
ties of the Kingdom, and upon great Reafon (faith
Coke in his Proem) is it fo called from the Effeé,
Duia liberos facit, becaufe it makes and preferves the
People free. -

Thouogh it run in the Style of the Kingas a
Charter, yet (as my Lord Coke welt obferves on
the 38th Chapter) it appears to have pafled in Par-
liament ; for there was thena Fifteenth granted to
- the King, by the Bifhops, Earls, Barons, Iree-
B4 tenants




