Euglifb Liberties.

tenants and People ; which could not be biit in
Parliament ; nor was it unufual in thofe times, ta
have A&s of Parliament in the Form of a '
as you may read in the Prince’s Cale, Co. Rep. L.

Likewife, though it be faid here, that the King
barh given and granted thefe Liberties, yet they i
not be underftood as meer Emanations of
Favour, or new Bounties granted, which th
Ple could not juftly challenge, or had not 2
Right unto before ; For the Lord Coke, at di-
vers plages, afferts, and all Lawyers know, that
this Charter is, for the moft part, only Declarato-
ry of the principal Grounds of the Fundamental
Laws and Liberties of Eugland ; no new Freedom
is hereby granted, but a Reftitution of fuch as
lawfully they had before, andto free them of what
had been ufurped and incroached upon them by any
Power whatfoever : Aad therefore you may fee this
Charter often mentions 842 Fura, their Rights, and
Libertates fuas, their Liberties, which thews they
had them before, and that the fame now were
confirmed. ;

As to the occafion of this Charter, it muft be no-
ted, that our Anceftors, the Saxons, had with a moft
equal Poife and Temperament, very wilely con-
triv’d their Government, and made excellent Pro-
vifions for their Liberties, and to preferve the Peo-
ple from Oppreflion : And when William the Nyr-
may made himfelf Mafter of ¢he Land, though he

¢ commonly called the Congueror, yet in truth
he wasnoe fo; and 1 have known feveral Judges
that woald reprehend 2ny Gentleman at the Bar,
that cafually gave him that Title 5 For though he
- killed Harold the Ufurper, and routed his Army,

yet he pretended a Right to the Kingdom, and
was admitted by Compaét, and did take an Oath
to obferve the Laws and Cuftoms, :
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