Magna Charta. | Sy

*tis to be known that éveryMan in thisKingdom,exceptPeers,
the Clergy, and Knights, and their eldeft Sons, were formera
ly aflociated in a Decennary (5. ¢.) in a Company of zen Fas
milies, who were pledged or bound for each other, to keep
the Peace, and to obferve the Laws ; and if any Crime was
done by one of them, in fuch cafe the other nins were to
make Satisfaltion, if the Criminal fled from Juftice; buc
they had thirty Days allowed to apprehend him, and if he -
was not taken within that time, then, and not before, the o.
ther nine pledges gave Satisfa@ion for the Offence done.
This Cuftom was fo ftriétly obferved both before and after
the Conqueft, that the Sheriffs at every County-Court did
take the Oaths of thofe who wereabove fourteenYears of
Age, that they were fettled in fome Decennary; whereupon
this Branch of the Sheriff’s Authority was called the View
of Frank-pledge.

C HA P XXXVIL

No Land [hall be given in Mortmaén,

T fhall not be lawful, from henceforth, to any

one, to give his Lands to any Religions Houfe,
and to take the fame Land again, to hold of the
fame Houfe. Nor fhall it be lawful to any Houfe
of Religion, to take Lands of any, and to leafe
the fame to himof whom he received it : If any,
from henceforth, give his Lands to any Religious
Houle, and thereupon be convi&, the Gift fhall be
utterly void, and the Land fhall accrue to the
Lord of the Fee.

NO T-FE §,

Lands fhall not be given in Mortmain, (i.e.) into a desd
Hand ; for when they were given to a Religious Houfe,
they were different from all other Hereditaments whatfo-
ever, they were never to revert to the Donor, or his
Heirs, nor were fubjeét to any temporal Uft ; {o that the
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