- 42 Thke Charter of the Foreft.

His Son, H. 1. revived the old Laws for punifhing thofe

who were convi&ted for Hunting in his Forefts (viz.) Thar
they [bould be Gelt, and havetheir Eyes put out 5 but that King
afterwards thought this Punifhment to be very fevere, and
therefore’he appointed that fuch Convi&ts fhould abjure the
Realm, or be committed, or pay a Fine.

Edw. 1. appointed the fame Punifhment, but that the Of.
fenders fhould be free both of Life and Limb.

The Hiftorians of thofe times tell us, that New.Fereff in
Hampfbire, was raifed by the Deftruttion of T'wenty two Pa.
rith-Churches, and many Chapels, Villages and~ Manors,
for the fpace of thirty Miles ; which was fo difpleafing to
God, that feveral of thofe Princes came to untimely Ends,
in that very Foreflt ; and particularly that Rufus him{elf was
fhot there by one Tyrrell, and that before ‘him, Rich. the
Brother of H. 1. was killed there by a Soldier, and Hinry,
who was Nephew of Robert the eldeft Son of the Conque-
ro[r*, was hanged, like 46folim, in the Boughs of that Fo.
reft,

Befides this New- Foref2, there were fixty. eight more at that
time in Exgland, in moft of which thofe Orders or Laws
aforefaid were executed with great Severity : This made
the People {tand up for their Liberties, which they recover-
ed by the Grant of this Charter.

By the firft Article of the Charter of the Foreft ir ap.
peareth, That if the Kinghad made a Foreft of his own
Lands, and not of any of his Subjes, then the fame fhould
- remain aForeft ftill ; but with 2 faving of the Common of
Herbage to them who were accuftomed to have it before
it was a Foreft : So that though it continued a Foreft, yet
no Man was prejudiced to have Common there, who had a

Right before, but the fame is referved as it was at Common
Law,

CHAZP IL

EN that dwell out of the Foreft, from
&/ henceforth {hall not come before Juftices
of our Foreft by common Summous, unlefs they
be impleaded there, or be Sureties for fome other
that were attached for the Foreft,
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