44 The Charter of the Foreft.

e HAP 1L

LL Woods which have been made Forefts

by King Richard out Uncle, unto our firft
Coronation, fhall be forthwith disforefted, unlefs
it be our Demefne Woods.

NQT- LS.

Though the Lands and Woods of feveral People were
converted and made parts of Forefts without theif Con. |
fene, yet the Freehold remained in them flill; but the
Lands were {ubje& to the Laws of the Foreft : So thata
Man could not fell Timber growing on his own Lands,
when once they were taken into a Foreft, without View |
of the Forefter, and a Licenfe from the Chief Juftice in
Eyre ; for in fuch cafes, the King had a Prerogative over
the Woods of every Man within the Foreft, in order to
preferve the Game, which cannot be done without Woods
and Coverts to defend them ; and therefore they may not
be felled, without the Leave of the Chief Juftice in Eyre.

But by this Grant or Charter, all the Woods which were
taken into Foreft, from the beginning of the Reign of |
King Richard 1. to the time of the Cotonation of this King,
were reftored to the Owners.

CHAP IV

LL Archbifhops, Bifhops, Abbots, Priors,
Earls, Barons, Knights and other our Free-
holders, which have their Woods in Forefts, {hall
have their Woods as they had them at the time of
the firft Coronation of King Henry our Grandfa-
thers fo that they fhall be quit for ever, of all
Purpreftures, Waftes and Affarts made in thofe
Woods after that time, until the beginning of the
fecond Year of our Coronation ; and thole thaft do
rom



