48 The Charter of tZw Foreft.

Now as the Mifchief was two-fold, fo was the Remedy,
(wiz.) The fitft is a general Prohibition by this Chapter,
for avoiding all manner of Extortion; the fecond is like.
wife a Prohibition to avoid all furcharging the Forefts wich
too many Forefters and Walkers, and other under Officers,
{o that there fbould be no more than what were {ufficient to
look after the Wild Beafts; and by diminifhing the number
of fuch Officers, their Extortions would of corfequence be
diminifhed.

Now the Extortions which were committed by thof
Officers was by Scotale, (i. e.) by keeping Ale-houfes in
the Foreft, and caufing Men to come thither to fpend their
Maoney for fear of their Difpleafure; this was an Offence
to be enquired into at the Swainmote, and at the general
Seflions of the Foreft, by a Jury of twelve Men ; and the
Forelter who was convicted of fuch Offence, was to be
fined, and put out of his Office.

So if a Forefter, or any other Officer of the Foreft, by
Colour of his Office, did oppofe thofe who had any Right
of coming there, by compelling them in a clandeftine man.
ner, to give him Hay, Oats, or any other Corn, or Lambs
or Dige, or make any manner of Colle&tion of Money or
other thing, that they might enjoy their Common quietly,
this is Extortion, and prohibited by this Charter.

*Tis likewife to be obferved, that before this Charter,
the Forefters and all other Perfons who had Bailiwicks in
Fee, did appoint more Walkers and Under-keepers thm
were neceflary ; fo cthat the People were opprefled by the
Fxtortions of a multitude of Officers, of which there was
no manner of occafion; and thefe were executed by them
in the Forefts for the Maintenance of their Families, they
having no Wages nor any Subfiftance, but what they got
by Extortion ; therefore ’tis provided by this Chapter, that
there fhall be no more Forefters than whar (hall be reafona-
. bly fufficient for keeping the Foreft, (i ¢.) no more than

the Regarders fhall think convenient when they make their
Regard ; for if they find chere are more than are neceffary,
or more than have been accuftomed in ancient times, then
vpon ' their Prefentment thereof before the Juftices of the
Foreft, they fhall be removed, and the Offenders fhall be
fined and imprifoned. :

So that the number of the Forefters and other Officers of
the Foreft, is to be eftablifhed by the Diferetion and Oath
of the Regarders, and that muft be according to the Quan.

ity of the Ground in the Forelt, for if there are feveral
Walks
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