52 The Charter of the Foreft.
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O Man from henceforth fhall lofe neither
N Life nor Member, for killing our I"eer, but
if any Man be taken therewith, and convict for
taking our Venifon, he fhall make grievous Fine,
if he hath any thing whereof to make Fine ; and i
he hath nothing to leefe, he fhall be imprifoned a
Year and a Day, and after the Year and Day is
expired (if he can find Sareties) he fhall be deli-
vered ; and if not, he fhall abjure the Realm.

NOTES.

Before the making this Charter there was no certain Law
to punith thofe who hunted and killed any Deer in the
King’s Forefts, but fuch Offenders were punifhed in fuch
manner as thpe King thought fit, which was by Lofs of kyes
or Limbs, and fometimes by Death; for fo it was in the
rime of Ed. the Confeffor, and many Years afterwards, and
thefe Punifhments were inflicted with the greateft Severity:
But this was taken away by this Charter, and the Crimioal
was then to be fined afcer Convi&ion, but in a grievous |
manner ; and if he could not pay the Fine, he was to be
committed to Prifon for a Year and a Day, and after the
expiration of that Term, if he could not give Security
never to offend in the like cafe, he was then to abjure the
Realm, (i) he was to {wear to depart the Kingdom for
ever.,

CHAP L

W Hatfoever Archbifhop, Bifhop, Earl or B
ron, coming to us at our Commandmienty

paffeth by our Foreft, it fhall be lawful for him to
wke and kill ong or two.of our Deer, by the Vive
0



