56 The Charter of the Foreft.

Attachments for Pleas of Foreft, as well for green
Hue as Hunting ; and fhall prefent the fame to the
Verderors of the Provinces : And when they be in-
solled and inclofed under the Seals of the Verderors,
they fhall be prefented to our Chief Juftices of our
Foreft, when they fhall come thither to hold Plea of
Foreft, and before them they fhall be determi.

neds,
NOTE:S:

Caftellain Was a certain Offiger, who had a Command over
all, orfome part of a Foreft, and before the making this
Chatrter, he and the Conftable and Bailiff would attach thofe
who committed any Trefpafs in che Foreft, either in'the
Vert or in Hunting ; but it was prohibited fot the time
to come, and that none fhould make fuch Actachments,
but a Forefter in. Fee who was a known and conftant Offi-
cer of the Foreft, and refponfibleto the Party gricved, if
he fhou'd mif. behave himfelf : And his Bufinefs is to attach
Off:nders either by their Goods; or in fome cafes by their
Perfons ; but if the Party enter into 2 Recognifance to ap:
pear at the next Fore(t-Court, taken before the Verderors,
becaufe they are Judges of Record, and they are to receive
the Atrachments from the Forefters, and to inroll them in
their Rolls, which they are to certifie tothe chicf Jultices
of the Foreft at their next general Seffions or Eyre.

Upon the whole matter, it willappear upon a Recapitula.
tion of this Charter, that the People of England recovered by
it as many and as great Privileges and Liberties, as they
did by Magna Charta. ' :

For. before this time the Kings of England claimed a Pre.
rogative to make Porefts of the Lands of any of his Subjelts;
{o that no Man could fay "his Eftate in thofe Lands was his
own ; and when they were converted into Forefts, thofe who
hunted there were punifhed with the greateit Severity,
even to the Lofs of Limbs and Life, and fometimes by im-
prifonment, and at ocher times by abjuring the Realm for
ever, and the milde Punifhment was a grievons Fine.

*Tistrue, tho' thefe Lands'were made Foreft, the Inhe
ricance continued flill in the Proprietors, but that fignified
very little ; for they being fubje& to the Laws of the Foreft,
the Owners could make no Profic of them ; for they could
not fell apy Timber, even for the neceflary Repairs of their

: Houfes,
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