73 De Tallagio non concedendo.

Now for the true underftanding of this matter, it §
will be neceflary to be a licele more particular, be.
caufe Arguments have been deduced from thence
to prove that Taxes may be raifed upon the Peo-
ple without their Confent in Parliament. ;
Williom called the Conqueror, divided feveral
Lands in England amongft his great Followers, to
find {fo many Horfes and Arms, and to do particu.
lar Services ; and their Defcendants afterwards held
thefe Lands upon the fame Tenure, which way
called Kwnights Service, and the Tenants were call-
ed Tenants i capite, becaufe they held immediate. |
ly of the King, as of his Crown. ‘
He likewife gave other Lands to Perfons to per-
form meaner Services, as to be his Woodwards, Fo.
refters, -Hunt[men, Falconers, & c. which was pro-
perly called a Tenure in petis Serjeanty ; not but |
that the prefenting him with a Bow and Arrow, or
a Pair of Spurs every Year, might be called fo to. |
Some of our Hifterians have found out an anci.
ent Record to prove, that thefe Tenants 7 capire
did tax themiecives out of Parliament, (viz.) 4nm
19 H. 3. there is a Writ direéted by that King, to
« the Sheriff of Suffex, reciting, thatthe Lords Spiri. |
tual and Temporal. and all others who held of  him |

in capite had voluntarily, & fine confuerudine, grant- B

ed to him an Aid of two Marks for every Knights |
Fee, and therefore he was commanded to diftrain
for it, ee. :
But this Wrie only proves, that the King’s Te-
nants in ¢apire gave him an Aid in an unprecedent
ed manner; for the Writ tells us, it was fine confur. |
tuding 5 neither was this a general Tax, for-almoft
half the Lands in England were then in the Poffef §
fion of Bifhops, Abbots, Priors, ¢c. and neit
two.Thirds of thofe Lands were held in Libers Elee-
mafyna, and notof the King in cepite; and a}ll ﬂ;]a
i ands



