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Lands, almoft in whole Counties, were held by o-
thers in Free Socage, fo that the Tenants in capire
_could not tax them, though they might tax them-
{elves. *Tis true,fome of our Kings did tax the Un.-
der-tenants of thefe Tenants in capite who were
both numerous and rich ; and this they did out of
Parliament, apprehending that they might as well
rax fech Under-tenants, as the Tenants in capire
might tax themfelves.

But this was ftraining the Prerogative too far 3
and thofe Under-tenants being made uneafie by
fuch Exa&ions, they joined with the whole Nation,
to recover their Liberties, which in this par-
ticular was done by this Statute, De tallagio non con-
cedendo, ;

My Lord Coke in his 2 Inf. fol. §32. tells us,
that the Year before this Statute was made, the
King had taken a Tallage of all Cities and Bo-
roughs without Aflent of Parliament ; whereupen
arofe a great Murmuring and Difcontent amongft
the Commons ; for pacifying which Difcord be-
tween the King and his Nobles, and for the quiet-
ing the Commons, and for a perpetual and con-
ftant Law for ever, both in this and in other like
cafes, this A& was made, &c. being no other than
a Reftitution to the Subje&s, of all their Laws,
Liberties and free Cuftoms, as freely and wholly
as at any time before. : ' :

* Now if this is a true Account of the making -
this Statute, it might be paffed by Edward of
Carnarvan, who was eldeft Son to Edward the 1.
and was probably Regent here whilt his Father
was in_Flanders , but it was not difapproved by
him at his Return, becavfe it was made for the
quieting the People whom he had incenfed a little
before, by "exa&ing a Tallage from thofe who
dwelt in Citics and Boroughs, without their Aflent
: in




